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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1-18, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Verma 
et al. (US Publication 2006/0050667 A1). 

Regarding claims 1,11, Bridgelall teaches a method/method for registering a Wireless 
Local Area Network (WLAN) as a cellular network routing area, comprising the steps 
of: 

determining a location of a service request from a user within a cellular network 
(0021); 

determining whether the location is in or near a WLAN access point (0022, 
0026); 

if at or near the WLAN access point, maintaining packet data protocol (PDP) 
context while servicing the request using the WLAN such that interworking between the 
WLAN and the cellular network is provided (0022). 
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Regarding claim 2, Bridgelall teaches a method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the step 
of maintaining packet data protocol (PDP) context while servicing the request using the 
WLAN includes restricting radio signaling between a user and the cellular network 
while using the WLAN (0027). 

Regarding claim 3, Bridgelall teaches a method as recited in claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of receiving a request for service for a routing area in a cellular 
network (0027). 

Regarding claim 4, Bridgelall teaches a method/system wherein the WLAN is 
recognized as a routing area of the cellular network (0004, 0022). 

Regarding claims 5, 14, Bridgelall teaches a method/system further comprising the 
step of setting a periodic routing area update timer value while in a WLAN coverage 
area to reduce signaling while a user is in the WLAN area (0034). 

Regarding claim 6, Bridgelall teaches a method as recited in claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of establishing packet switched signaling connection through the 
PDP context when existing the WLAN (0034). 

Regarding claims 7, 10, Bridgelall teaches a method as recited in claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of : 



Application/Control Number: 10/518,996 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2617 

controlling the loading of cellular cells by shifting user traffic service to WLANs (0004). 

Regarding claim 8, Bridgelall teaches a method as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
interworking between the cellular network and the WLAN is provided by: 
uniquely identifying the WLAN as a routing area of the cellular network; and 
once identified, setting a routing area update timer to reduce a number of routing area 
updates to the cellular network (0034). 

Regarding claim 9, 15, Bridgelall teaches a method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
step of maintaining the PDP context includes maintaining the PDP context to reduce 
handoff delay while re-entering the UMTS network (0022). 

Regarding claim 10, Bridgelall teaches a method as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising the step of enabling cellular service providers to control the loading of cells 
by shifting users to WLANs by changing routing area identifiers of the users to that of a 
WLAN coverage area (0022). 

Regarding claim 12, Bridgelall teaches a system as recited in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
means of maintaining packet data protocol (PDP) context includes a preservation 
function provided in a mobile station. (0022). 
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Regarding claim 13, Bridgelall teaches a system as recited in claim 11, further 
comprising a unique routing area identifier, which identifies the WLAN in the cellular 
network (0004, 0022). 

Regarding claim 15, Bridgelall teaches a system as recited in claim 1 1, further 
comprising an interworking function for establishing and maintaining user services 
between the WLAN and the cellular network (0022). 

Regarding claim 16, Bridgelall teaches a system as recited in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
cellular network includes a Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS) 
(0026). 

Regarding claim 17, Bridgelall teaches a system as recited in claim 1 1, wherein the 
means for maintaining packet data protocol (PDP) context further comprises a Radio 
Access Bearer (RAB) setup procedure for establishing interworking between the 
cellular network and the WLAN (0022). 

Regarding claim 1 8, Bridgelall teaches a system as recited in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
cellular network learns if a user is in a WLAN coverage area via a routing area identifier 
(RAI) update message (0032). 

Response to Arguments 
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2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

3. Any responses to this action should be mailed to: 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naghmeh Mehrpour whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7913. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00- 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Appiah be reached (571 ) 272-7904. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

NM s \ /^/\ / \ ) 

January 10, 2007 I / I / I /J) I / 



